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I'm sure when you first glanced at the front page you were somewhat confused. 

I'll explain. This year the VMSS will celebrate it's 35th Anniversary, hence 

the 'retro' front page. Included in this issue is a brief history of the club along 

with several pictures I scanned from a previous issue, so some of them are 

black & white. Although most of this was covered in our 30th anniversary is-

sue in 2008, we have had a lot of new members since then. For the newer ones, 

a chance to learn about how we started, for the existing ones, a chance to  

reminisce. Enjoy. 

The 1st President of the VMSS 
Robert Stewart  
1978 - 1983 

 
 
 

 

     Past Presidents  
 

     1984 - 1985 Jim Holt  
     1986  Ron Armstrong  
     1987 -- 1988  Fred Haire  
     1989 -- 1991 Ron Wild  
     1992  Ray Goodacre   
     1993  Ron Wild  
     1994 -- 1995  Bill Huckin  
     1996 -- 1997 Ron Armstrong  
     1998 -- 1999 Ron Hillsden  
     2000  Ron Armstrong  
     2001 -- 2002 Jack Plummer  
     2003 -- 2005 Ken Scotten  
     2006 -- 2007 Dave Denton  
     2008 -- 2009 Dave Taylor  
     2010 -- 2012 Barry Fox  
     2013 -- ???? Mike Claxton  
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History of the VMSS 
 

 

The club was started in 1978 by the late Robert 
Stewart  when he was asked to display his superb 
period ship models at the Victoria Lapidary & Mineral 
Society's Hobby Show where he placed a card on his 
booth asking for interested parties to leave their name 
& phone number. Twelve names were collected. 
These people were later phoned and, with the help of 
Robert Innes -Ker , a first meeting was arranged. Af-
ter some subsequent meetings, The Victoria Model 
Shipbuilding Society  was born and incorporated as 
a society on July 28, 1978. 
 
The aims of the society at that time were to: 
 

1. Further the development of Maritime 
model building. 

2. Provide an organization for the ex-
change of ideas, techniques, and infor-
mation for both members and non-
members. 

3. Engage in projects for members of the 
society. 

4. Stage exhibitions and displays for 
members and for others if and when 
required. 

 

There were three categories for membership: 
 

1. Senior membership open to those over 
the age of 16. 

2. Junior membership open to those 
aged 12 to 16. 

3. Associate membership with no voting 
privileges. 

 
The explosive growth of the club in the early 1980's 
meant meetings had to held in halls instead of mem-
bers homes. The Maritime Museum was used initially 
and later at the Canterbury Inn. Other locations have 
included the Scout Hall, Navy Fleet Club, Royal Oak 
Lions Hall, fill in names, up to our present location at 
St. Peter's Church. In the 1990`s, summer meetings 
were held at Harrison Model Yacht Pond and Beaver 
Lake. 
 

The original intent was to restrict membership to 
those whose interests lay in period sailing ships only. 
After consideration, it was decided to accept member-
ships from those who built all types of models 

 
The original intent was to restrict membership to 
those whose interests lay in period sailing ships only. 
After consideration, it was decided to accept member-
ships from those who built all types of models. 
 
The first radio control models showed up in 1983. 
They were a real novelty. Until April 1990, federal law 
required that you have a federally issued radio opera-
tor's license to operate a radio control transmitter. 
The growth in membership in the 1980`s can be at-
tributed to operating models and there are very few if 
any static models being built by club members today. 
 
Ron Armstrong  started a quarterly Binnacle in 1984. 
In those pre-personal computer days of the Binnacle, 
most men didn't type -- there were sometimes credits 
to the wives who used their typing skills to produce an 
issue. While personal computers were very rare, 
Tony House  did use an Apple 2e for "typing" al-
though he "cut and pasted" the Binnacle because 
desktop publishing hadn't been developed. "Typing" 
is an old fashioned term for "keyboarding". 
 
The club has twice tried to build a permanent pond for 
our own use. First at Sandhill Creek, then behind the 
Juan De Fuca Rec Centre. Needless to say they did-
n't work out. For some reason, the club wasn't using 
Harrison Model Yacht Pond, and after we decided to 
use it, the city informed us that there was a by-law 
prohibiting us from putting anything in the water. Any-
way, all is well now, including our relationship with the 
City  of Victoria Parks Department  and we are lucky 
to have a purpose built facility. Most of member's sail-
boats, however, need deeper water and a larger 
fetch, so Beaver Lake is used for racing and the Pow-
ell & Denton Cups. The sailors have always used Elk 
or Beaver Lakes and enjoy excellent co-operation 
from the Capital Regional District Parks . 
 
In 1996, the club changed focus from our big regattas 
with combined static and steering competitions to 
several small "fun-gattas". This was in part due to the 
dissatisfaction with the joint competitions and also 
because quite a few groups wanted us to participate 
in their events -- and they were willing to pay us! 1996 
was our last year in the Lapidary club hobby show 
and the first year for the Battle of the Atlantic Regatta, 
the Maple Bay Regatta and the Saanich Fall Fair. Our 
first annual display at the Canwest Mall (now 
Westshore Town Centre) was in February 1987.  
 
    (Continued on page 4)  
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1987 was our first time at the Saanich Strawberry 
Festival. We used to participate in Pirate days at the 
Maritime Museum but that was dropped due to lack of 
interest in getting members to volunteer and the 
amount of work needed for it. The club has been in-
vited to Government House for several dinners held 
by the Lt. Governor. More recent events include the 
Tall Ships in 2008 and our Salute to the Navy (2010)
on it's 100th Anniversary at Harrison Pond. 
 
One of the things contributing to our unique character 
as a club is that we have both power and sail groups 
within the same organization. In most areas, sailors 
and power boaters are separate groups because 
many of their needs are different. We have been able 
to cooperate and each group helps the other. 

The focus of the club has always been on fun and 
helping each other to wider enjoyment. Members, 
particularly new to the hobby, benefit from the exper-
tise of "veterans". Each monthly meeting features 
members sharing their skill and experience in materi-
als, building, electronics, etc. 
 
It is impossible to cover the entire 35 year history of 
the club in a few paragraphs but I think the highlights 
were touched on. I would like to give credit to Ron 
Hillsden , Ron Armstrong , and Tony House . The 
above information was compiled from Club History 
articles they had written in earlier Binnacles. 
 
The adventure continues..... 

Hobby Show ð Curling Club 
April 1983 

VMSSôs First Regatta 
Durrance Lake 
August 1983 
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Marine Plaza Pool 
Expo 86 

1st Canwest Mall Show 
February 1987 

Fallgatta 
Sandhill Lake 

1988 


